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This bulletin has been »repared from detailed tabulations, 
made available by the Pee es Statistician, of unemployed eee in 
Queensland who were in receipt of Commonwealth unemployment benefit at the end of 
May, 1947. The tabulations show cistricts of residence, together with causes of 
unemployment and industries within each district, The information which follows 
covers only those persons actually in receipt of unemployment benefit, no account 
being taken of those whose applications fcr benefit are awaiting cons ideration or 

those who do not apply for benefit. The figures given, therefore, are only a part 
of total unemployment, although whe proportions due to the various causes and 1n 
the various industries are brceadly applicable vo the total, Persons receiving 
sickness cr special benefits are 2iso excluded, 


Gompe.ri sor. with Previous Months, 
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The May figures of persons in receipt of unemployment 
penefit were 3,935 males and 151 females, the total of 4,086 being 3,505 less than 
the peak figure of 7,592 for February, but 1,186 over October, 1946, 


End of Month. Males . Hemales. Total. 
1946 - October i ae 2 814 56 2,900 
November .. - 55/0 94 3,664 
December aA As Bho Ca 168 6,139 
1947 - January ae — 7 262 228 [gets 
February ¢. - 7,394 198 7 ,592 
Maxch iv aS 6,505 184 6,689 
April ah oe 4,698 149 4,84 
May ae 3 3,935 154 4,086 


Figures earlier than October do not give a normal ia! eta as they were inflated 
by strikes of earlier months; whilst the figures for the early months of 1947 were 
considerably affected by seasonal unemployment, February recorded the highest 
mumber on unemployment benefit for this season; and, as se sasonal industries 
continued re-employing displaced workers during May, the number at the end of that 
month on benefit had decreased considerably. 


The rumber of females receiving benefit at the end of May 
was 151, compared with 149 for April, The Brisbane ! District figure, 45, was the 
highest figure recorded for any one district for the month, Rockhampton Distrist 
had 21 females drawing ee ae benefit at the end of May, Mackay 18, 

Bundaberg 15, and the balance of 52 was distributed throughout the rest of the Ctate. 


Causes of unemployment are given below for the months of October 
Ferruary (the peak month) , April, and May, together with the increase or decrease 
duxing ifay for cach cause, 


Cause of Unemploymen’. October, February, April, Mey orl gee Se e 
. AQ. i247. 1947. 194°. in May. 

Medical unfitness for type 

ef work, work too heavy 109 100 95 74 - 21 
Inefficiency, incompetcnee 112 144 AO? 96 ~ 13 
Establishment closed, 

reduction of staff Se 491 S54 741 583 - 158 
Replaced by re-instatcd 

servicemen .. ae 116 154 28) 76 - 23 
Shortage of materials we Le 252 see 189 4 2 
Seasonal work and weather 

conditions .. ce 27/6 3,527 1,489 iipalo nt ~ 508 
Gasual work o. tte 495 958 796 650 - 146 
Discharged or laid off for 

other reasons a0 4.38 514 296 278 - 18 
Quitted because work too 

heavy, medically unfit, etc, 23 440 ore 375 - 6 
guitted for other ae WES. 524 265 242 = DA 
Not previously employed ,. 2 825. oe ae 595 __ 544 ERS) Bes 


2,900 7 ova 4,847 4,086 - 761 


2. BULLETIN NO. 22 (Contd.) 
Me number of persons drawing unenclovment benefit in April due to 
the seasonal nature of their work decreased in May by 308, with smaller decreases 
for other causes, with the exception of "Shortage of Materials", for which a small 
increase (2) was recorded. The neak of seasonal unemployment for the State was 
passed in February, although it was arch before the northern sugar districts 
recorded their highest figures; and the decreases in these districts during May, 
combined with the decrexse in meatworks unemployment in the Townsville district, 
accounted for most of the 508 decrease in seasonal unemployment. The movements 
are illustrated in the following statement which shows the number of persons 
wawing benefit in each district in October, 1946, the number in the month up to 
May 1947 which showed the highest level of unemployment, and the number in May 1947, 
togesner with the increase from October 1946 to the seasonal peak, and the 
subsequent decrease. It will be seen that southern districts (except Bundaberg, 
where the number of unemployed increased by 62 in May) had generally reabsorbed 
seasonally displaced labour before Moy, but that some of the northern districts 
(particularly Mackay, Innisfail, and Cairns) still had a substantial pool of labour 
waiting for reabsorption at that date. 


Peak of Seasonal increase Decrease 

District. October, Unenployment to May, October Peak to 
| 1945. May, 1947. 1947. to Peak. May. 
Brisbane oid 1,401 2,065 (Feb. 1947) 1,441 664 624 
Ipswich ey 154 190 (ec, 1946 5 36 135 
Gympis ee 4: 30 ee 1947) 24 9 3 
Maryborough 4. 127 221 (Jan. 1947) 69 94 Bboy 
Bundaberg ee 104 596 ee 1947) 450 495 146 
Toowoomba ae 94. 177 (Feb. 1947) 118 83 59 
Warwick os 23 42 (Dec. 1946) 20 19 22 
Roma a 10 24 (Dec. 1946) 6 14 18 
Charleville +. 4A. 75 (Dec. 1946) 16 Sal 59 
Rockhampton .. 345 1,462 (Jan. iea7) BL. Ly can 
Emerald “e He 10 (Jan. 1947) 5 9 5 
Longreach ny 12 117 (Dee, 1946) 99 105 95 
Mackay Re 929 861 (Mar. 1947) 643 632 213 
Ayr ae 10 255 \Febe 1947) 44. 223 189 
Townsville ae hey 616 (Mar, 1947) 4) 489 4.96 
Ingham oe yi A4A0 (Mar, 1947) 23 433 447 
Innisfail ee 15 368 (Mar. 1947) 256 553 112 
Cairns Re 77 599 (Mar. 1947) 259 522 340 
Charters Towers 69 182 (Feb. eet) lealre| 1413 64 
Atherton ee 50 78 (Mar. 1947) 27 48 5A 
Hughenden ae ® 52 (Feb. 1947) 9 49 AB 

Total State 2,900 7,592 (Feb. 1947) 4,086 4,692 3,506 


Causes by Districts. 


The attached table (No. “i shows the main causes of unemployment in 
each district. Although the Moreton Division numbers are the highest, they 
represent a smaller proportion of the district population than is the case for any 
other Division, except the Downs and South West. Comparison of the rates per 
10,000 population shows the highest figures for the north coast sugar areas from 
Mackay to Cairns, although the rate for these areas was much lower than for March 
when seasonal unemployment was at its height there, The improvement in May in 
these districts was, however, not so much in the sugar districts as in Townsville, 
through the decline in the numbers unemployed from meatworks, 


Industries by Districts. 


Table No. 11 shows the industries in which those drawing benefit are 
hormally engaged. Agricultural, pastoral, ani Gairying industries have the 
highest total (22 per cent. of the total drawing unemployment benefit) , and the 
bulk of this is in sugar farming areas, This is followed by food and drink 
factories (largely meatworks and sugar mills), and building and construction, 


Be BULLETIN NO, 22 (Contd, ) 


During May, in tle north coast sugar areas, vhere was 
a decrease of 165 from farms, 220 from food factorics (mainly fron 
Townsville meatworks), and 78 from building and construction, In 
Rockhampton, unemployment fron fcod factorics (largely meatworks and butter 
factories) decreased by 2%, in the south coast sugar areas, ficid Jabpour 
unemployment increased by 60, ard food and drink factory unemployment by 
65, The numbers were widely distributed throzgh the other ee groups 
in Brisbane, Toowoomba, Rocknamptcn, and Townsville districts 
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